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3; WE Pe eg Ge. d the N Gender, 
| 8 8 5 I» ee eng Women, old N 4 
Hüldren Ser. aflts, the meaneſt, and moit 
ingen t the Genus of Mankind. In this 


Senſe of the Wordg What is ſaid of every | 
ſuch Perſon is, he 00 TEameth the World. 1 
"BUT, notwithſta Ming hat 3 is ſaid on the * 
Place, by many Gentlemen of Learning, and 
Commentator in general, I muſt beg Leave“ 
to think this is not the moſt natural, ge- \ 
nuiner or eligible enſe of we V Words, for 
theſe r he ES — 15 
* Braus, .de tt the A poſle 
c * Md ah bly of Saints, or Perſons, 
G 'conſtaitly pea aks i in the 
= Whoſoever is "ache 
&c. 80 Every 


05 4Feſus is the Ghri 
| . . 255 7 io is 3-1 God ; 
& 7 F The ſame alſo is Obſerved in His 
Lubin were Borirof God. But, the 
1 0 being there. of the Neuter Gary. 
forgot { ; {eb D properly applicable, or ac 
onimoddteg, 50 as N ings. 
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in them by the Holy Spirit. This Senſe is 
much ſtrengthened and illuſtrated by the lat- 
| ter Part of the Words, where Faith has the 
f Honour of the: Believers Victory over the 
| World aſcribed to it, And this is the Victory 
 »that overcometh the World, even our Faith. 
And indeed; the Exceller -* icy,Eaerpy , nd 
Neceſſity of the Holy Sprit Work Sad 
N _ - Graces in the Hearts of » „ Choſe a Called: 
* in Chriſt Jeſus, ſeem to (* Ih Submiſſion: 
| "tp thoſe of better Judgments 5-aid,more Ex 
0 perience in Divine Things) to 
l _ ©. tention both of Goſpel Miniſte 
Bll: -- | VE Chriſtians, more than uſually they x appear 1 
have, as Things truly momentous; Worb df 
bur ſtrifteſt Notice and cloſeſt A. pp 
ll in the Experience whereof we... ſhall-have 
Wl... moſt delightfuł Woncler and Hh iehined Toy.” 
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+. 2 75 45 Born 2 G 0 D. IG, -. 
{hs ; at in 0 Text, dbth not ſo ai Ws 4 
1380 "Perſons" as Things, when he ſays, Wbats 
Fs; is Born ,. God overcometh the World: © 
Bor as the former Senſe of the Words s 
no ways contrary to the Analogy of Faith, 
and is the Senſe certainly in the other Places 
vhich I have quoted, where it is read <phoſoever, 
I ſhall endeavour to include each in my farther 
Notice of the Words. 5 
L!uxx it / be obſerved here, that to abt 
vicdory ark Conquer, implics Conflict and 
Striving : So that the whoſe: raiſes in us an 
| Idea of a Chriſtian as a ldier, one trained 
up and exercif g in a military Way, Whoſe 
Life is a continued Warfare, who may not 
ſafely put off his Armour, nor leave the 
Field all his Days, and may reaſonably expect 
"he; ſhall be attacked by his Enemies.» He 
< muſt Fight re. he overcomes. And as his 
Warfare is Fpiritual, 40-1: ib Weapons of bis 
Warfare are not * but in 810 rue 
God, &c: - - 1 . 
TREE 1 7 5 ; offer 615 dur Cons I 
auen in ms Text. Vers 0 Y fat 


F- Tax Subje rinci BE "Tpoken a i. e . o 
& the Born of: "we Hp a 48 
2. Wu AT. is pre ted ors-* of this ab- ; 
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How or 2 thi Hongur Apoll 


wel, i. e. by F : 
"FT uns, ak ſome Rinks: on a them, ſhall b 
| no be attended . „ 
it . Tis Subject principally ſpoken of, He \ 
„ 3 Born F God. E 
3 THis, ſo far as conſtrued of Perſons, is 8 
1 the Chriſtians true Character, choice Orna⸗ 2 
ql 5 ment and Happineſs as ſuch, Born of God, It 
bi! Bom again; ; his new Birth, or Repetiera-. 
5 don. Have, a new Generation, a new 
| or ſecond State, t 
x Ty 1s Doctrine, however ridiculed and con- E 
. Sora by ome ; ; or flip "fitcd, miſbelieved, It 
| and not thought on by moſt becauſe its Spi- a 
| rituality end Power are experienced by few, It. 
if is what our Saviour preached with gt Pau- . 
15 neſs and Vehemence, as abſolutelf neceſlary, | 
| not only to be believed and "received, but 


experienced. in the Power! i thereof by every 
Man that ſhall, ever enter into the Kingdom 
and WA 3 (whereof; the Goſpel- 

i 8 W. eld is an Emblem) and 

; Ty Fat : e 15 inſuperable 
1 _ 0 ery Man' $\Sctf tos ome there. 
He cannot eater. Hie faid, ® Verihy, wer 
15 2 4 4 Man be Born "again, 
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0 the Boy FE, 
Tao”; it t has not een Kt Nie Divines 
to form the fame Idea of Regeneration, Sandti- 
fication, and Converſion ; and from this 
blended Notion, to define them equally to be 
the Man's Reformation, as it conſiſts in his 
Mortification to Sin, and Vivification to 
Righteouſneſs; yet theſe, in a more ſtrict 
Senſe, ſeem to be the Fruits or Effects of, 
and flow from it, rather than wove into 
the Subſtance, or any Part of our Regene- 
tation. 

IT is allowed by: many that have wrote on 
the Subject, that Regeneration is a Work 
which concerns the inward or hidden Man of 
the Heart, whereby the Faculties of the Soul 
are changed, z.e, turned into a new and bet- 
ter Byaſs then they had before ; ſo that it is 
not, cannot be, the Work of humane Power, 
or moral Swaſion : For however Men may be 
convinced in themſelves, and convince one 
another of the Sinfulneſs of their Hearts, 
Words and Lives, and (as they have the Ad- 
vantage of Scripture Revelation eſpecially,) of 
the Corruption of their Natures too, and the 
abſolute Need of a thorough Change i in them; 
and may, on ſiniſter or ſelfiſh Views, and for 
private Ends, reform their Morals, or out- 
ward Life and Behaviour: Yet the moſt ner- 
vous and concluſive Arguments that Men ean 
invent, or advance, can never effect this 
needful Change ; becauſe all theſe, with- _ 


out the Divine Energy, can never er change the 
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6 and Cm © 


Will, and turn the Inclinat on from Folly and 


Sin; to ſpiritual Wiſdom, and to God, as is 


obſerved in many fad Inſtances of Perſons, 


who ſeem to be paſſionately grieved for their 
Sins and Follies committed, which they readily 


confeſs, and as readily commit and act the 
ſame Scene over again, Nor can any Inſtance 
thereof be more plain and full than that of 
Balaam, Whoſe Eyes were open, who heard 
the Words of God and ſaw the Liſion of the 


Almighty, 'Tho' he was fully convinced of 


the Miſery of Ijrae's Adverſaries, and more 
ſo of the Adverſaries of 1/-ael's God and Re- 


deemer, the Star that was then to rife out 0 


Jacob, and the $ cepter out of Tjrael, &c. yet all 


this would not, could not, reconcile and in- 
cline his Heart nd Will to 2 $ Intereſt, and 


the Love of 1/rael's Lord. He went on fro- 
wardly in his own crooked Ways, tho' he 
ſaw it was at his Peril; for he proceeds, I 
fall fee him, but not now; and behold him, 
but not near. Tho' his Underſtanding ſaw the 
ſad State he was in, how the Clouds gathered, 
and the Skies darkened on every Side, and he 
had only to expect the Blackneſs of Darkneſ 
for ever, if he remained in the ſad Caſe 
wherein he then was; yet all theſe could not 
ſubdue the Stubbornneſs of his Will, renew 
his Heart, or better his inward Man; and fo 
under the Power of an unrenewed Will, the 

enlightened Judgment read hi dreadful De- 

Rix. Nor 

Numb. xxiv. 4; 16, 17. 


ſcever is Born of the Fleſh, 


—— — Oo OO — — —ͤͤͤ oy —— 


ee the Born of GOD. 13 

Nor to mention what others have ſaid 
hereupon, I think Regeneration may. be de- 
fined thus. 

A real and effetual AF of God's Power, 
wherein, thro his Spirit, (and commonly under 
the Mini try of his M. ord ) he begets the Elect 
again to himſelf, and renews them in every 
Power and Faculty of their Souls; ſo that as 
his Children, his Sons and Daughters, they may 
live in the Exerciſe, and under the Power of 
Faith, Hope, Love, and every other Grace, 
and in a continued Fitneſs for Glory. 

BoT the Names which this Work bears, 
and what it is illuſtrated by in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, as unſtopping the Ears, opening the 
Eyes, waſhing, cleanfing, putting off the Old 
Man, and putting on the New, dying to Sin, 
living to Chriſt, renewing, turning the Will, 
quickening, cauſing the Dead to hear, raiſ. 
ing them up, Gc. 


63 the Chriſtian's Life; of a naturally 
earthly and carnal, he is become a ſpiritual 
Man ; and how he comes to be thus, as he 
could not make himſelf ſo: He is Born of 
God, Regenerated by his Spirit, who is wor- 
thy to bear all the Honour of it; tor * What- 
F Fleſh z and that 
avhich is Born of the Spirit, is „ The 
r ee Man, as ſuch, i Born, not of” 


Blood, 


John iii. 6. 'y denn i, 13. 


All theſe prove that this 
Work i is effected by the Divine Power alone. 
Tur Words here are Born of God, Here 
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14 The Conflifts and Comput 
Blood, nor of the Will of the Fleſh, nor U 


the Will of Man, but of God. 


To be born of any Thing, ſignifieth, to 
receive his Beginning or Principle of Life and 
Motion from any Thing; and ſo here, fo be 


Born of God, or Born from above, is to 
have a ſupernatural Principle of ſpiritual Life | 
implanted by God in the Soul. 


To this Senſe a * learned Author has told 
us, To be Born of God, is that which is 
elſewhere ſtiled Regeneration, or being Born 
of the Spirit, in which there is a Principle 


of ſpiritual Life and Grace implanted, which 


is abſolutely neceſſary for our attaining to, 
or receiving Advantage by the external Call 
of the Goſpel ; (or for the Man of God, the 
true Chriſtian, to ſupport his Character, and 


acceptably perform the Duties expected and 
required from him,) he proceeds, this is ſome- 
times called the New Birth, a New Heart, 
or the Seed of God. And adds, 


Cox cRRNING this Principle of Grace, 
whereby a dead Sinner is made alive, and ſo 
enabled to put forth Living Actions, let it be 


bbſerved, that it is infuſed and not acquired. 
The Firſt Principle or Spring of good Ac- 
tions may, with equal Reaſon, be ſuppoſed to 


be infuſed into us as Chriſtians, as it is un- 
doubtedly wan AA he Principle of Reaſon- 


ing 


id. Dr. Ridg » Bo. of Divinity, Yel. II. p. 20, 


213; 110% 111. 


> 
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ſuppoſed to be implanted in us; 


of the Born of GOD: © 
ing 1 is infuſed into us as Men : None ever 
ſuppoſed that the natural Power of Reaſon- 
ing may be acquir'd, tho' a greater Facility 
or Degree thereof is gradually attained ; fo 
that Power whereby we are, enabled to put 
forth ſupernatural Acts of Grace, muſt be 


which, were 
it acquired, we could not, properly ſpeaking, 
be ſaid to be Born of God 

AGAIN, As in Nature the Seed produces 
Fruit, and in Things Morel, the Principle of 
Action produces Action, as the Principle of 
Reaſon produces Acts of Reaſon: So in Things 
Spiritual, the Principle of Grace produces Acts 
of Grace; and this Principle being from God, 


is called the Seed of God.” 


-AND the regenerating Act, or implanting 


this Principle of Grace, which 4 is, t leaſt, in 
the Order of Nature antecedent to any At 


of Grace put forth by us, 1s the immediate 
Effect of the Power of God, which none, 


who ſpeak of Regeneration as a Divine Work, 
pretend e,, 


From hence Remark, It "highly becomes 
every one of us who bear the Name and Cha- 


Trader of Chriſtians, ſtrictly to conſider whe- 


ther we are Regenerate and thus Born of God. 
If we are under the Principle of the Grace 


of God, and governed by the Influence of 
his Holy Spirit, as renewed in every Power 


and Faculty of dur Souls, who do not only 


20, || diſcern, but reliſh and delight 3 in the Pleaſure 


bf the Lord; conſcientiouſly 1 even 


16 The Conflifts and Comqueſt 
Moral Duties on Chriſtian Principles. And 
' whilſt ſerious in the Search, let us be ſure} 
F always to hold faſt the Doctrine of Regene- 
_ © ration, in its Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs. : 
Bur as we have obſerved, the Words 
| |f bere are not Whoſoever, in the Maſculine 
[|| Gender, but Whatſoever, in the Neuter ; and] 
IF fo may with as much, or more Propriety, be Þ 
1 applied to Things than Perſons. 
| To conſider them thus. They ſeem to re- 
fer to the ornamental Endowments, and in- 
ward or ſpiritual Embelliſhments peculiar to 
the Man of God; or the Furniture and Ac- 
coutrements of the true Chriſtian, as a Sol- 
dier of Chriſt, which the Holy Ghoſt girds 
him with, 2. e. his holy Word and Graces; 
in the proper Uſe and Exerciſe whereof, he 
does not only go out at firſt againſt the Ene- 
mies of God and his own Soul, but keeps 
the Field, ſtands his Ground, defends him- 
{elf againſt all their Fraud and Force, Art 
and Power, and, in his Turn, gives them 
many a Blow; 4 2 that when he bath done 
all, he bears up his Courage, and is able 10 
fand: For all theſe his Graces are not of hu- 
man Production, but of divine Extract. They 
all proceed and flow from Him, who is there- 
fore called the God of all Grace: And by 
Him, not for any Excellency in, or what 
is or can be done by us, but for the Sake 
and on Account of the Perſon, Righteout- 
neſs, Merits, and Satisfaction of the Lord je- 
{u;. 


. 22 5 *% 29} 5; ” £ * 
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7 Epb. vi. 13. r I Pet, V. 10. ä 


| of the Born of GOD. 49 * 
ſus, * It is equally given unto us on the Be- 
Hal, of Chriſt, to believe on Him, and to ſuf- 
Ver for his Name, 
| As the Chriſtian is one Born of God, all 
his Graces are Born ſo too. To inſtance in 
8 Faith, Hope, and Love, the cardinal or * 
ol cipal and moſt leading of them. 

How little a Matter ſoever ſome Perform 
| make of believing, and coming to Chriſt there- 
im by, as if they had Faith at their command, 
to and Time at their 6wn Diſpoſal when to put 
it into practice, or could believe at pleaſure, 
Sol. whenever they liſted, the Apoſtle Paul ſays 
Aras expreſsly, that Faith is a Fruit of the Spi- 
ces; WH rif, ſo not the Work of Man; for * zf is 
he God that purifieth the Heart by Fe aith, Con- 
| ſonant hereto are the Words of our Saviour, 
<P No Man can come unto Me, except the Fa. 
um- ther who hath ſent Me, draw him. nd every 
Art W Mon that. hath heard, and hath learned of the 
em Father, cometh to me. As ſaid the Prophets, 
done * ey ſhall be all taught of God. The Church 
e 0 of ola knew this > well, that ſhe prayed, 
: ! Draw me, ve will run after Thee ; and * To 
hey Hin give all the Prophets witneſs, that thre 
ere- his Name, oboſoever believeth in Him, ſhall 
by receive the Remiſion of Sins, And St. Peter 
hat tells us, * If is by him, i. e. Chriſt, hat we 
. believe in God who raiſed Him 5 from the dead, 


. e phil. i:. 29. 2 Gal. v.22, Adds xv. 5 
+ John vi. 44, 45. * Ifa, liv. 13. and Jer. xxxi. 33, 

34+ Song i. E K 43. 1 Pet. i, 21. 
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„ 18 The Con icls * Conqueſt 


and gave Him Glory, &c. And even a weak 
Believer expreſs'd his Senſe of this, when ®* he 
_ cried out, and ſaid, with Tears, Lord, J be- 
lieus, belp thou mine Unbelief. : 
TRUE Chriſtian Hope is alſo of Divine 
Original. © 1f zs our Lord Jeſus Chrift Him- 
fe If, and God, even our Father, who giveth 
e 4 good Hope, through Grace. And as 
Faith is the Subſtance of Things hoped for, and 
the Evidence of Things not ſeen : Hope meek- 
ly waits for a full Enjoyment of what Faith 
ſces, and apprehends now as laid up in the 
Promiſes; ſo is begotten of the ſame Parent, 
and riſes from the fame Spring that Faith doth, 
even the Spirit of the Lord. 
Ap that Love is a Heaven-born Grace, 
nothing can be more clear than what this lov- 
ing Apoſtle ſays, Love is of God, and he that 
_ dapelleth in Love, dwelleth in God, and God in 
htm. So that He and his Spirit may properly 
be called the God, or Spirit of Faith, Hope 
end Love. Theſe are a Specimen of the reſt; 
for as theſe, ſo in like manner the ſpiritual 
Peace, Joy, and Conſolation of Saints, and all 
their other Graces, are Born of God; i. e e. they 
receive their Birth, Riſe, and firſt Beginning 
from him, And as their firſt Life, and all 
their Motion, is from Him, He only can put 
them into Motion, or draw them forth into 
Exerciſe, and put the Habits into Act; for 
Rh. 3 


b Mark ix. — IE c 2 The, ii. 16, I7, © Heb, 
xi. 1. 1 John iv. 71 16. 


a 


with from them, 
with the Neceſſity of their being continually 
under Arms, and to bear up their Courage at 
the fame Time: He alſo opens the Armoury 
whence they were to be furniſh'd or accou- 


of the born of GOD. 19 


f is God that worketh in you both to will, and 6 


to do of his own good Pleaſure. 
Tuus the Soldier of Chriſt is girded of 
God himſelf, and furniſhed by the Holy Spi- 


rit, with every Grace that is needful for his 


Office and Exerciſe ; which Graces are com- 


pared to ſeveral Pieces of Armour: And leſt 
he ſhould be ſurprized at any Time, or Place, 
he is provided with a truſty Sword, which he 


ſhould have ready to uſe on everyOccafion, "4 ll 


the Word of God. This is the Sword that 
Chriſt fought and chaſed Satan with; 8 for 
he ſaid, it is written, it is woritten, it is 
written, So when the Apoſtle Paul, as an 


experienced and chief Officer in the: Camp 
of the Saints, has ſhewed them their Ene- 


mies, and the Danger they were threaten'd 
to impreſs their Minds 


ter'd, and tells them, * E is the whole Armour 
of Ged, i. e. what is wholly of his own work- 
ing, as well as appointing, and couons them 
ſtrictly 


Tus all the Graces and Furniture of the 


eigne, converted, and renewed Man, the 


C 2 true 


f Phil. i. 3 8 Matt, iv. 43 - ; 19, > Epheſ, 


vi. 113 135 17. 


to keep always cloſe to them, the 
Sword of the Sprrit, which is the Word of: 
God. 
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6 true Chriſtian, as well as himſelf, are Born of 
. God; and herein both his Ornament, Safety, 

| 'and Happineſs very much conſiſt : And theſe 
are what the Enemies ſtrike at. Hence, 


Remark. IT is highly neceſſary and be- N 


, ew” "a Warn . As * 
n 8 k 
. 
— 


pop pn, 


3 . 
2 —ů 


1 coming for Chriſtians in this Land of their 
wi Adverſaries, where their Graces as well as 
1 their Perſons are often violently aſſaulted; to 
i remember for their Support, that they are 


each Born of God, and therefore have Cauſe 


Iii humbly to hope, that he will ſhew an equal 
| jj Concern to preſerve both in, and bring them 
N ſafe through all the Smoke and "Ire of their 
thi Enemies, and all their Trials and Difficulties, 
Wt J proceed, 


Wr 


2 TEE SES 
_ — 
—ů 


li  - TIdy, To what is ſaid or predicated of the 
Jil Subject of the Words; the Born of God. It 
1 refers to his Honour, 70 overcome the World. 


0 it TH 1s is incluſive of the Chriſtian and his 

J. Graces as ſuch, in the preſent World and 

[ | | Life, and the happy Iſſne of all his Con- 

] | 5 flicts. Lf 
Ki Tun Powers in Man, which raiſe him 
1 above the Level of the Brutes, and both 


qualify him for, and diſpoſe him to ſome 
Buſineſs and Employ, ſay, that he was not 
ſent into the World to ſpend his Days in In- 
dolence and Sloth. And the new created in 
Chriſt Jeſus, as prepared thereby for Exerciſe 
of a more ſublime and ſpiritual Nature are 
leaſt of all excuſable to dream away their 
Lives, without ſome Application of this Kind. 


 NELITABH- 


of the Born of G O D. 41 
Narrug R the Goſpel of Grace, nor the 


Graces of the Goſpel are given in yain to my 


Perſon or People, 


| Tur Goſpel, which is the Ward and Doc- 
, trine of God's Grace, wherever it is ſent, ſhall 


not return to Him empty, but accompliſh 


: what He ſent it for, either in Judgment or 
| in Mercy, fo ſhall either convince, humble, 


and be a Means of the Hearer's Repentance, 


| Converſion, Comfort, and Edification in Ho- 
lineſs, Sc. or of their Hardneſs and Obſti- 
| nacy in Sin; a ſwift Witneſs againſt them, 
| and aggravate their Sentence and Miſery. 
Hence they that preach it faithfully, being 


ſent of God, and ſeparated to the Work are 
unto God a fweet Savour in Chriſt, in them that 


are ſaved, and in them that periſh. To the one 


they are the Savour of Death unto Death ; 


And 


Praiſe of their great Donor and Workman. 


Graces are our beſt Talents, and ſhou'd not, 


nay cannot wholly be hid, or idle and allied: 
It is Grace war Aer that maketh us differ 


from others, and from what ourſelves were 
before de received it; ſo that we ſhould, as 
1nd and renewed Perſons, do more than. 
* to ſerve the Cauſe and e af 
im 


* 2 ON ii. 15, 16, 


-_ + a — 


and to the other, the Savour of Lye unto Ls fe : 


„ THY Graces of the Goſpel are not oiven in 
vain neither, but that thoſe who receive them, 
ſhould employ them in the Service and to the 
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his Glory, 
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= - Him, who has * called us out of Darkneſs into 


bis marvellous Light, and more than we our- 


ſelves did before: For as the Men and Graces 


that are Born of God, are Born for him, and for 


employed for this End; tho' in this their 
Exerciſe they meet with much and oy 


Oppoſition. 
THE Saint, as growing up here, and com- 


ing to Manhood, is trained up in the moſt ar- 
duous and vigorous Exerciſe in a Military 
Way, wherein he will have Occaſion to ex- 


ert himſelf to his uttermoſt. * Fight before he 
conquers, and ſtrive before he is crowned. And 
it may be for this Reaſon he is in the Words, 

and many other Places, repreſented under the 
Notion and Name of 4 Soldier of Chrift. And 
to encourage him in the Midſt of all the 


Hardſhips of his Warfare, he ſhould oft re- 


member that never any General ſo perfectly 
knew all the Art of War, or had ſuch Ex- 


perience and Conduct his to martial and 


lead up his Soldiers in the beſt Order and 


Form; where, with Bravery, to attack and 


annoy. the Enemy, Sc. Nor had ever any 


Commander ſuch Reſpect for and Care over 


his Men, or could give them ſuch promiſing 


Grounds of infallible Succeſs under his Con- 
duct, as Chriſt Jeſus, the Captain of | Saints 
Salvari on, who 1s made perfect through Supe. | 


3 And as m He ſends none of his 80 
diers 
Pet. 24 9. 1 1 Cor. ii. 15, 16. 


® Cor. ix, 7, 


the one and the other ſhould be 


| Heb; ii. 10, | 


| 


of the Born of GOD. 223 
diers a Warfare at their own Charges. He 
never ſends them alone on any Enterprize, 
nor leaves them in a regardleſs Way, in the 
hotteſt and moſt dangerous Engagements. It 
He does not viſibly lead up the Van, and ſhew 
himſelf in their Front, He uſually comes in 
the Body, or brings up the Rear; is at Hand 
to help them in the Time and Place of greateſt 


Need, and takes Care ® as their Day i 5 0 . 
their Strength be. | 


Tux World is the Theatre of Action, or 


Field of Battle. The contending Parties are, 
be Born of God the one, and the World the 


other : But tho' theſe two only are named, as 
Parties more viſibly concern'd, yet the Iſſue de- 
pends not on a ſingle Combat between them, 


for each has his Allies and Confederates, whoſe 


Power and Penetration are exerciſed 1 in a more 
ſecret or leſs obſery'd Way. 


 Tro' the World only is nam'd then as 


oppos'd to the Chriſtian, or Born of God, we 


underſtand it incluſive of all the Enemies ſuch ; 


have in the World. 


InTo how many Battalions, Squadrons, 


Regiments or Companies ſoever they are di- 


vided, all the Enemies of Chriſt, and the 


Born of God are martialled and fight under 
Satan, the Fleſh, or the World, as their chief 


Leaders, 
Taz Devil every one confeſſes, to be the 
Enemy of all Righteouſneſs, 1o of all the Ri gh- 


teous 


» Deut, xxxiii, 25, 
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teous and Godly in Chriſt Jeſus : And as the 
Earth 3s in his Range, he walks to and fro 
zn it, unwearied, to ſeek whom he may devour. 
His Nature, study, and Endeavour are always 
fuch. Tho he ſometimes perſonates a Friend 
to the Soul, and comes with all the Court and 
Affableneſs of an Angel of Light, as ready 
to do any kind Office for the Saints, and 
makes ample Promiſes, if they will put them- 
ſelves under his Protection and Conduct; yet 


his dark Deſign is always the ſame, tho' ſome- 


times more artfully to ruffle their Peace, raiſe 
Clouds and Storms to dift:eſs their Minds, and 
embarraſs their Circumſtances : And when 
he cannot drive or draw into Sin, and deſtroy, 
yet he hunts the Life of the precious Soul : 
But he is conquer d and fetter'd, and his 
Power limited, ſo that he neither can deſtroy 


nor injure any farther than permitted by Him, 


who is the Redeemer of the Soul, and r by 


His own Death hath de eftroyed him who had the 


Power of Death. 


Tue Fleſh alſo, z. e. the Corruption that 


hamane Nature 1s tainted with, whence pro- 


ceed carnal, fleſhly, ſenſual and corrupt De- 
fires in all Men naturally, as Deſcendants of 


fallen Adam ; and the Remains thereof in beſt 
Chriſtians, while in this imperfe& World and 
State, much favour and aid the other Adver- 
ſary, as readily ſuſceptive of his Impreſſions, 

and inclin'd to a CONT: with his Sug- 
goons; ; 
. Jok 7TH 51418 


JW ru = eD „ e ee ate 'z. 
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T9 geſtions; ; for 2 there is none righteous, uo not 
one. They are all gone out of the Way, they 
are all together become unprofitable ; * there 1s 
| none that doeth good, no not one. The more 
ſenfible in every Age have hence complain'd 
of their Enemies in their own Houſes and 
Hearts; as did St. Paul, Of a Law in his 
M. embers, that warred againſt the Law of his 


up the Complaint with, O Wr Man that 
am, who ſhall deliver me from Ze Bo ly of 
| this Death | Bat. 

TE World is only named here, ns 


many times, doubtful Scene is to be ated ; 
Place of Jacob's Trouble: And as in the pre- 


roes on, and what will be the ISae' of it; 
2 the Enemies of the Born of God, make 
nuch Uſe of worldly Engines, and borrow 
oft of their Artillery from worldly Men, 


* Ir worldly Things, where with to batter the 
. nts Camp or Tents. 
of And as there is Srratagem and Art in Mar, 1 
eſt Inemies join Policy to their Power, and when 
ng Pafederated, unite all their Endeavours to 
ry ſtroy or annoy each other: Sv in Armies, 
50 ey ſeek to intercept one another's Provi- 
— ns, Ammunition and Artillery, or deſtroy 
ns; Rom. ii. 10, 12, * Rom. vii. 23, 24. 


5 D each 


1 


Mind, and brought him into Captivity to the Lau- 
| of Sin, which was in his Members; and ſhut 


n its Stage, the moſt important, and to us, 
fo as this Life is the Day, the World is the 


ent World it js perceived how the War 
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abates and looſes its wonted Fervour, Joy | 


do no Execution: Now the Soldier of Chriſt, 


26 Ae Conflifhs and Cann 


each other's Magazines; and in the 8 


fighting, as in ſingle Combats, or Duels, 
diſarm one another; which if either can 2 


fect, his Adverſary muſt ſurrender himſelf 


immediately, or fall into his Hands: And 
as the Word of God, the Scriptures of Truth, 
and Graces of bis Holy Spirit, are the Artil- 


lery and Weapons of the Chriſtians War- 


fare, theſe are what the preſent World, and | 


its Confederates, make the moſt artful and vi- 


gorous Attacks on, eſpecially their Faith and 


Hope, Theſe two Graces, like Moſes and 
Aaron, who were Iſrael's Leaders and 


Guides out of Egpt, through the Sea, and 


all their Journeys and Encampments in the 


Wilderneſs, and of ſuch Service to the whole 
Hoſt, that if one of them was wanting, and 
they neither ſee nor heard from him for a 
few Days, (tho he was gone into the Mount 


with God, the better to do them Service) 


the whole Camp fell into wild Diſorder, Con- 


fuſion and Folly : So if Faith and Hope are 


ſuſpended in their Actings, and fail to bring 


in Supplies from their proper Object, for 1 


little while, (which the Enemies of our Hap- 
pineſs defire and endeavour to effect) Love 


leflen'd, Patience hardly ſupported, and the 
Sword of the Word, as blunted, or ready tg 
fall out of the weak and trembling Hand, can 


tho" Born of God, is under dark and gloomy 
Appre- 


— 
. 


| / the burn of GOD. 27 
Apprehenfions, either ſaying with Jacob, 
7 All theſe Things are againſt me; or with 
David, Deep calleth unto Deep, at the Noiſe 
of thy Water-ſpouts; all thy Waves and thy 


* 
0 
* 
if 


d Brullows are gone over me. Or elle crying out 
h, with Jonab, I am caſt out of thy Sight ; and 
1 not only walks in Darkneſs, but cheriſhes 
ar- his Fears, and argues againſt his Faith; and 
nd WW becauſe there are ſome Remains of Corruption 
vi- MW adheres to him, unwarily ſays, he is no Chriſt- 
ind ian; tho he once thought, he had hearty Sor- 
and row for, and Abhorrence of Sin, true Faith in 
and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with Divine Joys and 
and Conſolation, and Experience of a real Work of 
the Grace in him; he now reckons it was all 
hole Deluſion and Miſtake. . 
and Tus I fay, the Chriſtian is ſometimes 
or a * affiifted, toſſed with Tempeſt, and not com- 
ount W forted. Thus our deceaſed Siſter had her 
vice) Winter-Seaſons, Times of Doubting and 
Con- Darkneſs, wherein ſhe would write bitter 


e are Things againſt herſelf, as not only the Leaf? of 
bring all Saints, but the Chiefeſt of Sinners. Sin ap- 
for 4 peared ſo exceeding ſinful to her, that ſhe 
Hap - ſee nothing but the Blood of Chriſt could 
Lowe diſcharge its Dye, take away its Stain, or heal 
Joy 5Bl its Wound; and his Righteouſneſs alone pre- 


1d the ſent the beſt and moſt holy of our Race 
ady. ti -<bhout Spot or Wrinkle before an infinitly | 
1d, can pure, fin-hating Lord. 

Chriſt, — | D-2- BUT 


loom e Gen. xlii, 36. Pſal. xli. 7. Jonah ii. 4. 
Appre  Ifai. liv. 11. | 


— 
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Bur as the Chriſtian is ſcarce ever ſo low 

and overwhelmed that he would give up hs 

Profeſſion, and quit all claim, of his doubted 

Intereſt in Chriſt &; no more would our Siſter 

do it for all the World : Nor could ceaſe to 

look up and pray to him, who is the Hefper 

of the Poor and Needy in his Diſtreſs, and 
from whom ſhe had ſtill ſome faint Hopes 

that her Help would yet come. And how 
ever our Friend, and others, we hope now in 

Heaven, have feared, and many Godly Ones 

now on Earth, may and do fear their Faith 

ſhould utterly fail, their Hopes die, and Love 
be extinguiſhed ; yet, as they are each Born 

of God, Wherever any of them are in Truth, 

tho' in ever ſo ſmall a Meaſure, they ſhall 

not die, nor the Perſons in whom they are 

wholly periſh, Nay, after they have ſuffered, 
ſorrowed, and prayed a while under their 
Conflicts, they ſhall come out of the Field with 

Foy and 8 Sang as they that divide the Spoil. 
And tho' they may not be willing to put off 

their Armour, while they can draw their 

| Breath, yet at Chriſt's Word they are willing 
do forget even this, having a Deſire to depart 
and be with him, which is far better. And 
weak as Believers, or their Graces may be, 
they ſhall not Expire, nor leave the Conflict 
with 


Is her own E xprefſion was to her Sen, when he pro- 
pe- the Dueſtion to her, under her heavy Complaints, 
when her Fears run high, and her Hopes were moſt depreſs d. 


x Phil. i. 23. This was 5 the Dejire 0:0 our St 1 before 
ße went hence, 


be Born of G O D. 29 
with the World, till they do it with Honour. 
For whatſoever is Born of God, overcometh the 
World. Hence, „ 

Remark 1. No Man, as a Deſcendant of 
the firſt Adam, is born a Chriſtian or a Saint, 

| but a Sinner, involved and bleeding under 
| the Miſery and Ruins of the Fall ; not only 
| ? without Strength, and Power to redreſs his 
| tad Circumſtances, and help himſelf, but 
vvithout fo much as an Inclination thereto, or 
a truly ſerious and abiding Thought about the 
lame, Dead in Treſpaſſes and in Sins. We 
| are made Chriſtians, Regenerated and Re- 
? WM newed by the Holy Spirit, and Born of God 
, to be ſo. It is his Work as well as * his 
Commandment that we ſhould believe on the 
Name of his Son Feſus Chriſt, whom he hath 
ſent. To believe unto eternal Life is not pro- 
duced by, but given to us. © We are made 
| 20illing hereto in the Day of his Power, 

2, CHRISTIANS are Soldiers by their 
Calling, and their Life is a continued War- 
fare. Beſides other Enemies, the World will 
perſue and raiſe them new Troubles daily 
while they are in it. What the Apoſtle Peter 
ſaid to the ſcattered Saints in his Day, is ap- 
plicable to the Godly every Day while here, 


ict Y © Beloved, think it not ſtrange concerning the 
ith fiery Trial which is to try you, as though ſome 
pre- e ftrange 
nts y | | 

d 


ſors I Rom. 1 Epheſ. li. 1. 21 John iii. 23. 
I Phil i. 29. * Plal, ex. 3. 4 1 Pet. iv. 12. 
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ſtrange Thing happened unto you , for even I 
hereunto were ye called. It is our Honour to 0 
overcome when we are tempted, but till we b 
come to our Happineſs, we ſhall not be above 4 


the Reach of Temptation. The Captain of te 

our Salvation was made perfect through Suffer- I 

ings, and we may expect to ſuffer before we C 
Neign. LO 85 | d 

3. Ir. may animate Chriſtians as Soldiers I ft 

of Chriſt, not to throw down their Arms, 1 

draw back, nor yield to any of their ſpiritual WW 
Adverſaries in the World, tho 1, prefled * 

upon by them, inſomuch as all their Armour tl 
and Artillery is proved, and Born of God. His ch 
in 


Spirit has formed and fitted it for them; nor 
can all the Powers of Darkneſs ſpoil any Part of ſe 
it, however the weak or weary Chriftian may ti 
be diſtreſſed in ſome Engagements, Think ſh ? 
on this, O Believers! and keep your Sword 9 
always on your Thigh, neither drop your P 
Shield, nor put off your Breaſt-Plate * fer r 
greater 16 He that is in you, than he that is in 
in the World, and Victory aſſuredly waits for th 
Wu. 3 3 
4. We ſee here the Excellency of ſpiritual i ** 
Grace. It out-ſhines and out- does unſancti- 9 
fied Nature in its beſt Dreſs, with all its Em- 
belliſnments, and in its full Strength. For 
however his more refined Reaſon, ſuperior 
Learning, and other Acquirements, may ac- 
compliſh and finiſh the Philoſopher, make 

1 Pet. ii. 1. Heb, ii, 10, * 1 John iv. 4. 
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1 nis Knowledge of Perſons and Things more 
dear and diſtinct, his Taſte more elegant, 
« his Converſation and Behaviour more polite, 
+ and his Influence and Uſefulneſs more ex- 
f | tenfive as a Man: Or however the Under- 
- I ſtanding of the Prince, and Prudence of his 
e Councils, with the beſt Experience, moſt un- 
| daunted Courage and Intrepidity of a ſucceſ- 
rs ful General, and Bravery of whoſe Troops, 
8, imitating his Perſon, enlarge his Conqueſts 
wherever his Arms come, and ſpread Terror 


the Wiſdom of the one, nor the Gallantry of 
in an Hour of Temptation; ſo that we oft 


tions, and for all his boaſted of Wiſdom, Cou- 
rage and Strength, dying a Martyr to the *Lyu/ts 
of the Fleſh, the Lufts of the Eyes, and the 
Pride of Life ; whereas the Believer in Chriſt, 

and all his Graces, however weak and ſeem- 
ing like to expire, under many Struggles in 


er cometh the World. 


ml F. To preſerve their Humility and low. 


For Opinion of themſelves, and heighten their 


rior} ThankfulneG to God the Spirit, Chriſtians 


ac- 11d always remember, that whatever Ad- 


wake an tages or Conqueſts they gain over their 


. . 8 
his n John ii. 16, | 


1 2 i err ere 


wherever his Renown goes: Yet neither can 
| the other ſufficiently fortify and preſerve him 
ſee each as a Vaſſal truckling to his Corrup- 


this Land of the Enemies, ſhall not give up 
till their Enemies are all bruiſed under their 
tua Feet; for whatſoever is Born of God over- 


IRR 
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ſpiritual Enemies, are not owing to their 
Wiſdom, Power, and Fortitude of Mind, as 
Men, but to the Inſtrumentality of their Graces, 
and the Supplies thereof, which they receive 
from the Spirit of all Grace, as Chriitians ; 

and this through the Purchaſe of Chriſt, and 
the Promiſes in Him. In whom it hath 
pleaſed the Father that all Fulneſs ſhould dwell; 

that wwe out of his Fulneſs may receive, and 
Grace for Grace, It is the Born of Ged only 
that overcometn. 

Bur to proceed to the laſt Thing pre- 
ſented in the Text. 

III. How, or whereby the Chriſtian's 
Honour of Vietory i is attained ; and it is by his 
Faith; And this is the Viftory that overcometh 
be M orld even our Faith. 
Bor the Certainty and Compleatneſs 
of Faith's Victory over all the Adverſaries in 
the World that riſe up againſt Saints Salva- 
tion, and oppoſe themſelves to the Life, or 
the Shine and Growth of their Graces, are 
here aſſerted. —It is certain, as both the Saint, 
and his Graces, are Born of God, who will 


not forſake the Work. of his own Hands, nor 


caſt off the Righteous, but perfect all that 
concerns him. The Gaieties, Pleaſures, and 


Advantages of the preſent Life, are the Arms 


with which the World has * its Thou- 
ſands, and with which it ſtill endeavours to de- 


lude and deſtroy Mankind ; but Faith in Jeſus 


Chritt 
- Cal, i. 19, John i. 16. 
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18 Chriſt detects its F allacy, and defeats its Pur- 
„ IM poſe on Believers; for when this Grace „im- 


e pfeſſes the Minds of The Born of Ged with a 


true and juſt Senſe of the Uncertainty, Empti- 


d neſs, and Unſatisfactorineſs of all its Promiſes | 
and how far they fall ſhort of the excellent: 


Yature and vaſt Demands of the immortal 


Weapons, ſo that it cannot hurt it. 
the Believer unto Chriſt, or is expreſſive of 
all his Saints, has overcome the World, and 


for they ſhall be ſure alfo in Him to over- 
come it; ſo that it is here ſpoken of as a 
Thing already done, he overcometh, i. e. has 
now ſucceſsfully begun, and vigorouſly puſhes 


vantages or Difficulties F REM the War is now 
carried on, | ſhall: undoubtedly be finiſhed at 
aft, and their Victory be: Complete. 

"As for Saints themſelves, tho' their Cha- 
rafter i in this Life is many Times expreſſive 
of their Condition, " affieted, toſſed with 
Tempeſts, and not comforted : ® gone like the 


down as the Locuſt, yet, on the diſtant View of 


54 


Soul, it diſarms the World of its murdering 


AND further, Faith in ſome Senſe, unites 


coi 65 bids bis Followers to be of good Cheer, | 


on his Conqueſts ; which, under what Difad- 


Shadow, when it dechneth ; and toſſed up and 


heir approaching Victory, they can ſometimes. : 
wg id Land, * We reckon that the 5 


A 8 Plal, ch.; 23. ; ö 
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34 The Conflits and Conqueſt | 

Sufferings of this preſent Time, are not ' worthy 
to be compared with the Gbry which ſhall be 
revealed in us. Tho' our Hearts have ſome- 
times been filled with Fears and Sighs, our 
Eyes with Tears, and our Lips with Com- 
plaints, leſt our Graces ſhould be loſt in the 
Fry and ſmoky Engagements, fall with the 
Enemies, be buried with their Slain, and we 
never hear more of our Faith, Hope, Love, 
Cc. (It may be this has been thy Caſe, O 
| Believer, when thou waſt ready to let fall 
thy Helmet, drop thy Shield, forget thy 
Girdle, or not faſten on Fes Shoes, nor draw 
forth thy Sword, and handle it with Reſolu- 
tion = Adtivity at the Alarm of the Ene- 
mies Approach ; or. when they have, to thy 
_ Surprize, ruſhed out of their Ambuſhes,) 
yet let it be remembred what is ſaid of one 
of the Believer's Enemies, ſhall be ſurely ve- 
' rified of them all; * the God of Peace ſhal 
bruiſe them under their Feet ſhortly. 

AN p, methinks, Chriſtians are repreſented 
here as Sold; jers, whoſe Faithfulneſs, Bravery, 
and Succeſs in the War whereunto they were 
call'd, at the happy Iſſue of it, are ſitting 
peaceably down to divide the Spoil, and poſ- 
ſeſs the Fruits of all their Fatigue and Toll in 
the many or tedious Campaigns'of their War- 
fare: And tho' they ſee no farther Uſe for 
much of their Armour, they cannot ut it 
off without 15 moving Acne TE bY ent 


„Rom xvi. 20. ” 
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of Battle, who provided them therewith, and 
enabled them to uſe it well, * zaught their 
Hands to war, and their Fingers to fight : Nor 
can ther forget, as they lay it down, of what 


he ſpecial Service this and that Piece was at ſuch 
he Na Time or Place, in ſuch an Attack or En- 
we gagement. in ſuch a Trial or Temptation, 
ve, hen they had not Fleſh and Blood only, 
Offor Men like themſelves to contend with, 
Fall N but Princ: palities and Powers; the Rulers of | 
by the Darkneſs of this World, ſpiritual Wicked- 
ane, in high Places; when they were even 
lu-Wblinded with the Enemies Smoke, and fiery 
ne- ¶ Darts flew thick on every Side. O! thinks 
thy che Chriſtian, how uſeful the Sword of the 
es,) ¶ Spirit then was; of how much Service the 
one Wh Helmet of Salvation, together with the Girdle 
ve ef Truth; but above all, what Wonders has 
Gall Faith done; how did it encourage and help 
its Friends! When Hope and Love ſtood 
ted thankfully admiring the Proviſion of Grace, 
TY, went wondering through the Field of the 
ere Scriptures, or Garden of the Promiſes, looked 
ting on the Promiſes as fo many delightful Flowers, 


faw the Plenty that flows in Chriſt's Banquet- 


il in houſe, and wherewith his Table is ſpread, 
Var- neither of them could taſte, handle, or make 
for any comforting Uſe bereof; but when Faith 
It 1 came, it r received and applied all, with 
ent . 8 E 2 this 
| * 9 55 * Pal. exlir, ns ' Epheſ. vi. 12. Ink 

| e . 3 ES. TO Tag 


if F Gratitude to the Lord of Hoſts, the God 


_ — — 


CM 
* 


8 * 
7 < 
IEEE 
— 


1 7 a 
r =; 


—— 2 —U U—“ TS 


— —ä— — PPC 


36 The Conflifts a Conqueſt 


does to all its Subjects. O how did it in my 
Warfare, not only as a Breaſt- plate ſecure the 


as a Shield, defend the Head and the whole 


| Graces, as Lemuel ſaid of the virtuous, wiſe, Whic 


can ever love God in Heaven, that does not 


this Promiſe, and the other Proviſion 1: 
mine, becauſe Chriſt is mine: And thus it 


Heart, preſerve all quiet and calm there; but 


Man, when it blunted the Swords of the Ad- 
verſaries, received all their Darts, and oft cauſed WW 
them to rebound to their Diſadvantage | How WH: 
faſt did Faith hold, and with what Force and W 
Succeſs did it manage the Sword of the Spirit, Nane 
neither ſuffered it the Helmet of Saluation Wan 
wholly to drop, when it made its Way Wt 
through the thickeſt of its Enemies. We Waſc 
may ſay of Faith, in reſpect to the other Wan 


and induſtrious Wife, © Many Daughters have Wan 
done virtuouſly, but Thou excelleſ# them all. Ni 
This is the Vickory that overcometh the World, Wit 
eben our Faith. However, St. Paul gives IE 
Preference to Love as greater than Faith, Nhi 
becauſe it endures for ever, and will keep the 
Chriſtian Company in Heaven, Yet no Man 


believe on Chriſt here Gn Earth: Hence, 
Remark 1. Taz Uſefulneſs and Neceflity 
for Chriſtians to be girded with, or have on 
the whole Armour of God while: in this 
World, as the Enemies Land, where the 


Enemies watch all e and take 


all Advantages to e then. Do Oe 


F Prov, xxXi, 10; 29. . 
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2. Tux exceeding Riches of Divine Love 


and Grace to provide the Chriſtian with all 
eceſſary Furniture as a Soldier of Chriſt, 
© whether the Word of God, or the Graces 


of the Holy Spirit, by which he receives this 
'ord in the Love of it, and uſes it to the 
beſt, Advantage. 

3. Tu Efficacy and Encilleacy of the 
Holy Spirit, and his Graces, and the exceeding 
Worth of Faith, both as a Friend of Chriſt, 
and of every Chriſtian : As a Friend of Chriſt, 
and defirous to ſhew its Value for Him, Faith 
{ets and holds the Crown faſt on his Head, 
aſcribes the Glory of all its Atchievements, 


cr Wand even? its being to Him, and the Spirit of 
le, his Grace, and will not allow any Creature, nor 
20e Many Thing 1 in the Creature to rival the Throne | 
all with Him, and detract from his Honour.— | 


It is willing alſo to be at his Beck, to go his | 
[Errands; and fight his Battles. — And as in _” 
th, his Days upon * He oft enquired of his | 
les M here is your Faitb? And when 
He cc 38855 again, it is faid, and ” /ball He find 
not ¶ Faith on the Earth? Which ſeems to ſay, as N 
„ Men ſearch for and enquire after their Friends 

lity N whom they have particular Value Foy, ſo will . 
on ¶ che Son of Man do. | _ 
hs fl. FarrtH is allo the Chriſtian 8 Friend, | 


the and more — 0 as he is a Soldier 5 
ake CR Chriſt, 


« FRY i, 21. Rom. i. uh Epheſ. iv. 7. Y Luke 
TEE WW viii 25. Luke, xviil. vii. 
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Chriſt, and oft engaged with ſubtil and 
powerful Adverſaries, whom, if he engages 
at any Time in his own Strength, he is only 


as another Man, can do no Execution, work 


no Victory or Deliverance; nay, they will 
only laugh at his ſhaking the Spear, or lift- 


ing up his Hand; but when he comes in the 
Name of the Lord of Hoſts, and the Sword 
of the Spirit, the Word of God in the Hand 
of his Faith, it is quick and powerful; 
neither the ſtern Looks, nor angry Threats 
of his Enemies now can daunt him, nor all 
their Policy and Power cauſe him to retreat, 


till he has broken their Ranks, put them into 
| Diſorder, and gained ſome conſiderable Ad- 
vantage over, if not quite defeated them. 

Ir St. Paul, as an experienc'd Chriſtian, 


in the Exerciſe of his Faith, could not only 
chearfully take the Field againſt Devils, and 
Men under their Influence, but even dare: any 
Adverſary of Jeſus, to ſhow his Face; lift u 

his Hand, or open his Lips againſt theRedeem- 


ad of God and the Lamb; when he aid 
» Who ſhall lay any Thing to the Charge of God. 


Elect? It is God that juſtifieth, who is he that 
condemnetb? It is Chriſt that died, yea, ra- 


ther that is riſen again, who is even at the 
Right Hand of God; who alſo maketh Inter 
ceſſian for us. How much bolder may w 


think will Faith itſelf be, as Born of God 


—4 


* Heb. iv. 12. 1 Rom, vil. 33, 34» 
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of the Bia if GOD: 39 | 
It takes the Field in the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus, its beloved Object, and ſpirits up the 
| Believer and all his other Graces, with the 
moſt faithful Promiſes, God 1s for us; and 
| who can be againſt us ? He that has called 
you to the War, will not leave you in it, 
| nor leave any begun Grace in you imperfect 
and unfinifh'd ; * He will not break the bruiſed 
| Reed, nor quench the ſmoking Flax, until be ſend 
| forth Judgment unto Victory. Nay, your Jeſus 
| looks on all the while, ſees how Affairs 
go, and what Share you have in every Aſ- 
fault, And 

Ir Hope wavers, Love chils, and loſes 
its wonted Fervour, or Patience, &c. are 
ready to give up ; Faith brings in new Suc- 
cours, when it tells them, r a little 
wh1 E, and He that ſhall come will come, and 
will not tarry. 
In a Word, Faith is the Enemy's killing, : 
and the Chriſtian s conquering Grace; what 
finiſhes the Work, puts a glorious End to 
his Fight, leaves the World dead under his 
Feet, and gives him Conqueſt even over | 
Death itſelf; leads him out of the. Field 
with Tfiümph and Songs of Joy. To Him 
a has loved us, and waſhed us from our Sins 


* 
1 2 , ; 4 
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A hi own Blood, &c. Grace, Grace, even the 
; Grace of Faith carries the Laurel. and diſ- 
” ſolves che Soul ! in Love into the Arms of its 


11 
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deemer, ſeeing our Loſs is their unſpeakable 


their Courſe, and kept the Faith, and are 


neſs and Steddineſs of her Faith in Chriſt, 


: cord i in a the. ſame & ? Church to which'iſhe be- 


3s V Bete, and Cm 


beloved Jeſus. Faith conquers both the Smiles 
and the Frowns, the Reproaches and Ap- 
plauſes of the World. This-#s our brand over 
. orld, even our Faith. 

IT's very anbecoming 1 us, as Chriſtian 
eſpecially immoderately to mourn for the 
deceaſe of them, of whom we have good 
Hope, through Grace, that they lived and 
died in the true Faith of Chriſt as ,their Re- 


Gain; nay, we ſhould rather rejoice to think 


b they have fought the good Fight, and finiſhed 


now gone to inherit the End of true Faith, 


even agree and chat with God and the * 


Lamb. 5 
Tuo I tiryadali Jedline giving Chetsc⸗ | 
ters to Perſons deceas'd, - leſt I ſhould be 
thought guilty of Flattery, I cannot forbear | 
to think that every Remembrance of the Clear- 


and the conſcientious Regard ſhe had to the 
Duties of Religion, 8. private and pub- 1 
lick, and to fill up her Place i in — Church n 


firmities would permit, as Py — Mem- 
ber thereof; and the Deſcendant of a Family 
whoſe Honour and Uſefulneſs, as well 28 
Names, have long been known, and on Re 
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long ed; together with that Air of Pleaſantry 
ae Chearfulneſs wherewith ſhe went through 
tue 3 of Life, as well as the affec- 
tionate Tenderneſs in which ſhe honourably 
hil'd up the Duties of her Relation in the 
World, with a fair moral Character and good 
Eſteem among her Acquaintance, ſo far as 1 
know; (I cannot but think on all this.) The 

Memory of Mrs. Neuſbham muſt be dear, 


and her Death affecting both to the Church, 


the dear Companion of her Life ; her Children, 
every Branch of her ſurviving Family, and 
others, who have had ſweet Chriſtian Fel- 
lowſhip with her. The beſt Uſe we can make 


of ſuch ſolemn Providence, is, to-redeem our 
Time, imitate our Friends in what is worthy, 


! be Followers of them who through Faith and 
Patience inherit the Promiſes ; © Looking for that 
Weed Hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
ft God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; yea, 
beoking for the Mercy of « our Lord Jeſus Chr: 1 = 
aro Eternal Life, 
5. As the whole gives us a delightful Ac- 
chunt and Proſpect of the Nature, Excellency, 
and Neceſſity of our being Born of God, and 
hay) ng thoſe Graces implanted in us, which 
_ TE Born jo too, and particularly Faith; as what 
"ies the Chriſtian with Safety, Comfort 6 
Succeſs; through the moſt important Du- 

e wellry ling Scenes and Difficulties in 
MA . it. ii. 1 3. Jude, Ver. 21. 
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42 The Conflicts and Congueſt 
the preſent World, enables him to approve 

4% himſelf © 2 good Soldier of Feſus Chriſt, git 
N be by elduring Hardneſs, and come. off at lat 
with Honour and Triumph, * as more "thay 
Conqueror, through Chriſt that loved him : It viſt © 

+} /Miatter of heavy Lamentation, that Faith and | 
other Graces of the Holy Spirit, are no mor: 
to be diſcerned in their Power and Energy, © 

or ſo little known in their Nature and Ex 
cellency; and eſpecially as they are no mor: * 
owned by many Profeſſors of the Chriſtiai ſ 
Name and Doctrine, in their Neceſſity : But 1 


above all, what, methinks, ſhould make every ; 
one that is truly Born of God, adopt the t 
_ Temper and Language of the mourning Pro; 1 
phet Ob that my Head were Waters,, au 
mine Eyes a Fountain of Tears! is to think 
how little the Influences and Operations " | 


the Holy Spirit upon the Soul ſeem to bell” 
_ eſteem'd by ſome ; and with what an Air i 


Wi Diſlike others ſeem to hear them ſpoken of, 
i as if they neither deſired, nor believed there «+ 
li . is any * Conſolation in Chriſt, any Comfort « d 
I Tove, or any Fellowſhip of the Spirit: Tho 
I i they that are led by the Spirit, as the Sans 0 
if God, both confeſs and experience that * 70 


Wil - - Conſolations of God are not ſmall. © 


} 3 As it is the Spirit of Truth that guide 
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| leads into the believing Rtiowledge of © 
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nd of all Truth, and we are ® ſan#ified, bal, 
and ſaved by the waſhing of Regeneration, and © 
gene doing of the Holy Ghoſt ; when we thank= 
fully acknowledge and adore Him for any 
Meaſure of Grace received, that he may ſtill 
be more exalted by us, in all his Offices, 
l e Graces ; and that Faith, which is 
of his Operation, may be increaſed in us, and 
„ve in the Exerciſe of it, by his Efficacy, be 
valiant for Him, comfortable in ourſelves, 
ſucceſsful in our ſpiritual Warfare whilſt on 
Earth, and leave it with a triumphant Song, 
© Thanks be to God, which giveth us Victory 
through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. And this is 
whe 750 that overcometh the rin, eve: 


; Ma AY v the Grace of our - Jord eſis Crit, 
and the Love of God, and the Commu- 
nion of the Holy Ghoſt be with us all. 


Amen. 
® Rom. xv, 36. Epher i. 13. Tit. iii. 5. 6 


1 Cor. xv. 57. 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 
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